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Dear forgiven, children of God gathered as the Church by the Holy Spirit!  
 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,  
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,  

nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,  
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 8:38-39 
 

In the current worldwide battle with the virus known as COVID-19, Jesus’ command to love your neighbor 
as yourself means stepping back so fewer people have unnecessary opportunity for transmission.  
 

Joining the civil authorities and medical experts that God has given us, we want to do our part in helping 
and supporting this faith community and all who visit when we gather as the Church. CDC guidelines 
aimed at caring for the vulnerable and creating social distance to slow the transmission of the virus so that 
medical services do not become overwhelmed are helpful in the decision-making process. 
 

Here are our plans: 

As of today, Wednesday, March 18, 2020, there will be No Public Worship Services 
and No Group Gatherings at St. John Lutheran Church until further notice. 

 

To protect our staff, the Elders aim to limit traffic in the building,  
but we want to hear from you, and we want to serve you. 

 

The Elders who partner together in the gospel and in caring for the people of St. John will be continually 
monitoring the situation and hope to return to public worship and group gatherings as soon as possible. 
We will update all with changes. 
 

In the meantime, we also want to be in touch by phone and through electronic means to 
encourage and pray with each of you through this time. We are committed to reaching out to you and 
serving you. We also welcome your calls and emails.Please reach out by phone and email as needs come 
up. Office: (208) 522-5650, office@stjohnministries.net. Find resources at stjohnministries.net. 

 

God has remarkable ways of taking difficult situations and  
leading us to creatively find ways to care for each other in new ways! 

Together let us seek out new ways to care for each other. 

http://www.stjohnministries.net/
mailto:office@stjohnministries.net
mailto:office@stjohnministries.net


Your Current Contact Information 
Please call or email the office with any changes to your current contact information so that we can get 
information to you as needed. 
 
In the Days Ahead: 
 

ALTERNATIVES TO FACE TO FACE CARING 

 • We have daily devotions to share through Facebook and Email. (Hard Copies can be distributed 
when requested.) 

 • We will provide an easy format for individual and family worship. 

 • Pastor Stephen and Deacon Paul Petersen will prepare short YouTube segments to communicate 
the hope we have together in Jesus. 

 • Prayer is vital, and lists will be distributed. 

 • Meaningful links will be shared as they come available. 

 • We encourage you and each other to find creative ways to share our concern and encouragement. 
Please let us know of examples where God is using you! 

 • WE ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU. 
 
 
Please keep each other in prayer. Check on the vulnerable. Support those who are sad or lonely. Keep 
raising praise and thanksgiving to the One who has given himself on the cross that we have hope today 
and through eternity. 
 
Pastor Stephen 
 
**Please share this information with those connected in anyway with St. John. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Financial Contributions 
These are most unusual times. Pastor Stephen, the Board of Directors and the Elders ask for your 
prayers that God will guide us with wisdom and faith through each decision.  We also ask that you 
continue to remember St. John and our shared mission here in Idaho Falls by continuing financial 
support. 

The following options are open to you to help sustain the ministry of the church as we live through 
these challenging days. (please see the back side of this page for more detailed instructions on how 
to donate through e-giving.) 

Donate Electronically – The BOD have worked since the end of last year to establish secure 
methods to give electronically. Listed are options on how to continue your contributions, not just 
during the current situation, but anytime you are unable to attend worship at St. John.  
Visit St. John’s Website  

Simply go to https://www.stjohnministries.net and click on the Donate button on the home page. 
From there you can easily set up an account or donate as a guest.   

 
Donate by Text Messaging 

Set-up a one-time donation or schedule recurring giving. 
Be up and running quickly with your own dedicated local phone number.  
Simply text a message to the GivePlus Phone Number: (844) 960-1221.  

Look Into BillPay 
Contact your bank to see if “BillPay” is an option for you. You can set up offering contributions to 
St. John as a regular payment. Your bank will then generate an electronic check and send it to St. 
John by mail. Some banks cover postage and offer this service without fee. 

Drop off Offering Envelopes at the Office 

__________________________________ 

Please let us know of any negative impact you are experiencing because of Coronavirus 
precautions or sheltering. 

For some of our members the present Coronavirus crisis will not affect their incomes.  Some of us are 
retired, and some will be offered the opportunity to work at home. Not everyone, though, will be in that 
situation. Some will see their income seriously affected by response to the outbreak. Reduced hours 
or overtime each carry potential hardships for people who struggle to get by. Some will not feel safe 
venturing out or cannot find the items they are looking for. In any of these situations please let us 
know of the difficulty. Perhaps we can assist or direct you to available resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. John now offers E-Giving!! 
Like most other organizations, churches need financial income to accomplish their work. In 2 Corinthians 8, 

Paul gives an example of a generous Church and how it supported the sharing of the Christian faith. 

Our giving can likewise be an expression of our love. It is one way to show our love and appreciation to God for 
the many blessings in our lives, and how we support the ministry of St. John in accomplishing God's work of 
teaching and sharing the Gospel. For your convenience, the Board of Directors made the decision at the end of 
last year to offer electronic giving that allows you to contribute when and how you prefer. The BOD asked a few 
members to test the system for several months to ensure it was safe and easy to use before offering the system 
to our whole congregation. You can now support the church from anywhere, at any time, even if you are unable to 
attend worship, or forget to bring your checkbook.  

E-giving takes the work out of giving! You can set up automatic offerings and pledges right from your computer, 
tablet, or smartphone that will seamlessly reoccur every week, month or year. You can enroll online to make 
donations using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account. In addition to being recorded in Shepherd’s 
Staff (the program St. John uses to record donations) you will receive an email of your donation for your personal 
records. There are several convenient e-Giving options. Here are choices you can use to set up your giving. 

1. Visit our web site - Simply go to the St. John web site: https://www.stjohnministries.net and click on the 

Donate button on the home page. From there you can choose to either set up an account or to donate     

as a guest. 

2. Donate by texting a message. Giving as simple as sending a text. You can: 

 Support multiple funds through a single phone number. 

 Set-up one-time or recurring giving. 

 Be up and running quickly with your own dedicated local phone number. 

 Simply send a message to the GivePlus Text Phone Number: 844-960-1221 

3. Use the “GivePlus” mobile App to support our church’s mission in just 3 steps.  
 

 Download the FREE "GivePlus" Mobile app on your smartphone.  

 Log in. 

 Securely and conveniently manage donations using Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password.  

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on God's work 
of teaching and sharing the Gospel in our community. You no longer have 

to remember cash or your checkbook to support the ministries of St John! 
 

Thank you for your support! 

St John Board of Directors 

***If you prefer, you can go directly to the web pay link by typing in the following address in your browser: 
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-
bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsoz
UE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZZHHw5zfgdLGRFpP9XH-
fUiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsabocZQxXT5ZUj_u-Vjsf0=&ver=3 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZZHHw5zfgdLGRFpP9XH-fUiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsabocZQxXT5ZUj_u-Vjsf0=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZZHHw5zfgdLGRFpP9XH-fUiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsabocZQxXT5ZUj_u-Vjsf0=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZZHHw5zfgdLGRFpP9XH-fUiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsabocZQxXT5ZUj_u-Vjsf0=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZZHHw5zfgdLGRFpP9XH-fUiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsabocZQxXT5ZUj_u-Vjsf0=&ver=3

