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Merci 
My wife, Laurie, was born in Louisiana. 

When we visit her parents and siblings, it 
is easy to begin using the Cajun “merci” 
in place of “thank you.” In my mind I 
always think of it as, “Thank you, I didn’t 
deserve that kindness” because it makes 
me think of God’s mercy toward us. To 
receive mercy means we don’t receive 
what we deserve. We don’t receive what 
we have earned, condemnation. 

Psalm 123:2b was written for Israelites 
to sing as they made pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem for sacred festivals. They 
sang, “Our eyes look to the Lord our 
God, till he has mercy upon us.” They 
longed for God’s mercy. They longed  
that God would not give them what    
they deserved. 

The truth is we need God’s mercy 
everyday, and he provides. Lamentations 
3:22-23 says, “The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; his mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

With these words God reassures us 
that we can count on his daily provision 
of mercy. It also reminds us that each 
day we fail to do all that God calls us to 
do. Each day we fail to avoid the things 
God has commanded us not to do. Each 
day we sin against God in thought word 
and action. When we realize that, the 
beauty of God’s mercy toward us is all 
the sweeter. In Jesus we will not receive 
what we have earned. 

 

 

 

Today we need not wait for God’s 
mercy as the Israelites did. God has 
delivered. Our heavenly Father sent his 
own son, Jesus. Mercy has come 
through our Savior. He is risen from the 
dead so you may count on your daily 
need for mercy being graciously 
provided from the One who gave his life 
that your sin debt and sin condition 
would be atoned for once and for all. 
That’s mercy. What you and I have 
earned and deserve, Jesus took in our 
place on the cross. 

Prayer: Merci, Lord Jesus, thank you. 
Lord God almighty, we pray the words of 
Paul, “Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort.”  
(2 Corinthians 1:3) Amen. 

 

       In His Grace,  

       Pastor Stephen 
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Reading Suggestion:  

The Hammer of God by Bo Giertz.  

Giertz, a Swedish clergyman, uses a 
narrative form to convey doctrine. 

In the chapter, “A Heart of Stone and a 
Rock of Salvation,” the author compares 
trying to clear our hearts of sin to a land-
owner clearing his land of rocks before 
building a home. He writes: 

“He keeps discovering new sins right 
along, and they become more difficult to 
move the more deeply they are entrenched 
in his inner life. One might possibly break 
with drinking and profanity and desecration 
of the Sabbath in a single evening. But 
pride, that desire to talk about oneself, or to 
find fault with others are likely to remain still 
after many months of penitential struggle. 
“Then one day, when a man is battling sin 
and is trying to clear the stones from the 
heart’s field, sweating at the task yet hoping 
finally to get rid of the last ones so that he 
may really see the garden grow, his spade 
strikes solid rock.” 

Giertz shares creatively that even if we 
attempt to clean up our sinful acts with great 
tenacity there is the solid rock of our       
inherited sin to contend with. But Jesus 
would be crucified on the rock of Golgotha 
in our place and would rise and walk the 
third day from the rock-hewn tomb. Jesus is 
alive. His mercy toward us is new everyday. 

Giertz, Bo. Hammer of God (pp. 314-315). 
Augsburg Books. Kindle Edition. 
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Please join us for our fellowship potluck luncheon at noon on the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month. This month, June 11th. Invite your family and friends to join us!  

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another,            
in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  ~ Romans 15:5-6 ESV .                     God Bless, Sheila K.  
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Thank you to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering”  

Your generous support of the Idaho Falls Community Food Basket is always very       
appreciated. If you are unable to bring donated items on the first Sunday, they can still 
be brought in throughout the month (except for perishable items) and placed in the    

grocery cart. Thank you. Suggested items for June: Spaghetti/pasta sauce, spaghetti noodles, gluten free 
items, & diapers. **There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ April 2019 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay) 

Pastor’s Report: Celebration of Life for Val J. was held at St. John March 21, 2019. Sunday Bible Class - New Member           
Information series began on Palm Sunday. Men’s retreat at Camp Perkins was a great time of learning with Pastor Jerry 
R. & a great time to get to know men from other congregations. Many Homebound Visitations were made by Pastor & 
Elders - they have been well received. About 23 volunteers & 40 guests shared a meal and a Gospel lesson & invitation 
to St. John at the 3/31 5th Sunday Serving Our City. Jim W. & Pastor met with the director of the I.F. Rescue Mission on 
4/3 seeking new candidate for a Hope House resident. Current resident & sons will move to a new home soon. Mom 
wants the boys baptized. Yellowstone Circuit Pastors were hosted at St. John on 4/4. “Hosted” gatherings are being 
held at City Bagel & are scheduled for the 2nd Friday of each month. Men & Coffee LifeGroup continues to be a time of      
encouragement for men on Friday mornings. A group meets at 9:30am on Wednesday for Bible Study using materials 
from the Lutheran Hour Ministry including short video-based commentary by LCMS pastor, Rev. Bruce Wurdeman. 
Palm Sunday, April 14, was Membership Recognition Sunday with ten new members welcomed. Children’s Sermons 
headed up by Kellie P. will begin after July. NOW Start Network Conference at Our Savior Lutheran, Tacoma, WA will 
be attended by Pastor, and Jim & Ann W. on 4/26 & 27. Pastoral Leadership Institute in Denver will be attended by   
Pastor & Laurie 5/6 - 5/11. LWML National Convention will be attended by Pastor 6/20 - 6/23 in Mobile, AL. representing 
the Yellowstone Circuit as Pastoral Counselor for the Utah-Idaho district. VBS will be June 24-28 with the Camp Perkins 
Team providing the program. Deb M. will lead as Director again. Final Immersion Pastoral Leadership Institute session 
will be attended by Pastor & Laurie on 11/4 - 11/8 in Denver. Pastor’s vacations will be 7/19 - 8/5 & Nov. 11-17.      
Committee Reports: Elders: Items of discussion at Elder’s meeting included Dinner Church, and frequency of offering 
communion. May move to more frequent offering. Discussion about offering services at Fairwinds for residents &    
members there. Report on progress on music: Elders decided to continue forward in use of contemporary music with 
modification to exercise increased care in song selection. Three open meetings were held with members in March to 
discuss the issue and attempts at improved communication continue. Good feedback from the members has been    
received. Further discussion will occur at the Congregational Meeting on 5/19. Elders are seeking nominations for the 
Board of Elders. Treasurer: A preliminary budget has been prepared for 2020 and is currently under review by the 
BOD. One more meeting will be scheduled to review the budget prior to submission to congregation. Social Ministries: 
St. John hosted the soup suppers prior to evening Lenten services. The suppers were well attended & provided great 
opportunities for Christian fellowship. A luncheon was provided for the family & friends of Val J. following his service. On 
April 9, Human Care group was assisted with the monthly potluck. Upcoming events include an Easter brunch following 
Easter worship service. Jr. & Sr. High youth will help with the meal and clean-up, with a free-will offering to help send 
children to Camp Perkins. A potluck is scheduled for the 5/19 congregational voters’ meeting. Properties: Roof repair is 
underway. Old Business: Nominations for BOD Elections: Bill J., Josh P. & Lynn W. have agreed to stand for the  
Member-At-Large openings. Bruce M. has agreed to stand for the opening for BOD Vice Chair. 5th Sunday Serving for 
June to be a breakfast & worship to include 1st responder invitations in concert with end of VBS. CPR/First Aid training 
planning continues & free training and training dummy has been donated. Only cost will be the AED device. Discussion 
of who should receive training is in progress. Congregational Meeting is scheduled for 5/19. Gene Winter will facilitate 
the music selection discussion. A donor has stepped forward with a property to be used as a 2nd Hope House.           
Discussion of costs & legal implications. More research will be done before a decision is made.     (edited for space) 



Page 3  

The Financial Summary is not  
available this month.  

Join us June 14th  
For “Hosted -  A welcoming time together”  

 

We will meet at City Bagels  
(369 Shoup Ave.),       

Friday evening, at 6:30pm.  
 

Bring your favorite appetizer to share.  
 

This is for all adults that would like to attend.   
Invite friends! Beer and wine will be provided. 

This is a fun opportunity to gather to enjoy       
fellowship & get to know one another better.  

Hosted will usually be held once a month  
on the 2nd Friday, so mark your calendar!!  

    Hosted 
                           ~ A welcoming time together! 

Board of Elders Minutes - April 2019 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay) 

Minutes - Board of Elders - April 1, 2019 meeting 
Worship Services and Spiritual Life: Reviewed and discussed recent services. Noted items to work on.         
Reviewed communion practice. Will continue to seek input from congregation on worship services. Discussed 
that exploratory committee is still reviewing needs and options for potential Dinner Church.  
Member contacts and care units: Reviewed homebound member visits. Discussed a potential service that 
could be held at Fairwinds. 
Membership Actions: Set April 14th as membership recognition Sunday. 
Worship Service Music Proposal: Reviewed and discussed the additional new feedback received from        
members. Discussed that communications can be better about how we see the use of traditional music playing 
a part of our services going forward. The elders present agreed, after the information presented had been     
reviewed, that we will continue with the direction announced in November. Discussed Elder nominations for the 
May congregational meeting.                        (edited for space) 

Nursery care is available during                
Sunday Worship for children infant - age 3,        

from 9:15am ~ Noon.  
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   VBS will be held June 24
th
- 28

th
! 

VBS preparations are well underway.  
St. John is thankful to be a part of this FUN & Exciting ministry.  

This year's theme is REFUGE! (Psalms 46:1) 
We want kids to know that GOD is their refuge no matter what. 
He is with them everywhere they go & in everything they do.  

Mark your calendars for a catered BBQ dinner to be held on the front 
lawn June 27

th
 at 6:00pm for all in our church & neighborhood.  

Serving at VBS is a fun way to get to know your fellow members at St. John,  
while sharing the Gospel and the love of Jesus with the kids in our church & in our community.  

We have many different ways to serve; registration help, class volunteers, snack helpers, craft 
helpers, security, help with set up / clean up for the BBQ, serving as one of the host families for 
the Camp Perkins staff, and more. There will also be a list of needed craft supplies, for anyone 
who would like to help supply those items. If you would like to donate funds, but have someone 

else do the shopping, we have a volunteer willing to make that happen. We also have posters that 
we ask you to put up in your workplace, your gym, or other public places if allowed. Help us get 

the word out. Working together, we can bring the love of Jesus to children & their families.  

There is a table with sign-up sheets in the Narthex. 
What a privilege we have to share Jesus with our children,  

our neighbors, and our community and have fun doing it! Join us!!  


