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 As you come to him, a living stone 
rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves like 
living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. ~ 1 Peter 2:4-5  
 

 Last month we talked about the 
harvest that Jesus tells us is white. It is a 
harvest of people God desires to add to 
his kingdom. A harvest that is white is 
ready to be brought in, brought into the 
Lord. Jesus spoke of the urgency to act. 
He has readied people. 

 God speaking through Peter reminds 
us that God is at work in us collectively as 
the Church, the Body of Christ. You 
yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house. People 
come into the presence of Almighty God 
in a spiritual house. In this metaphor God 
is sharing a picture in which those in 
need of God find opportunity to be in His 
presence among his people. God is 
making a metaphorical, living building 
made of people, a building made of us! 

 The dinner auction to benefit Tyler 
Taysom in February was a fantastic 
example of God using us to pool our 
efforts to bring a blessing to Tyler and his 
family as they seek medical care for his 
cancer battle. Together God used us to 
provide for Tyler’s physical care and God 
has allowed us to raise up his spiritual 
needs in prayer continually. Tyler’s family 
members were able to experience God’s 
love through us. In that regard he is using 
us together as a spiritual house. And that 
is just one recent example of many 

ongoing ways that God uses us together 
like this. He is good! 

 One exceedingly important point to 
focus on is the fact that this building God 
is constructing so that others may come 
to know his love and come to trust the 
good news he offers, this building is 
constructed with Jesus as the most 
important structural piece. He is the 
cornerstone that holds all things together. 
He is the strong and only foundation. 

 Peter in chapter one of his letter 
explains how sacrificial and how loving 
Jesus has acted to make us his own: you 
were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not 
with perishable things such as silver 
or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:18-19). 
Peter’s point: we who have been loved so 
sacrificially love others sacrificially so 
they come to know Jesus and his life-
giving love. 

 God continues his work in us and 
through us. Thanks be to God. 

      In His Grace,  

      Pastor Stephen 
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Important dates 
 

March 4th, 11th, 18th, & 
25th mid-week soup 
suppers and Lenten 
Service will be held at 

Hope Lutheran 
(2071 12th Street) 

Soup Supper at 6pm, 
service at 7pm. 

Others Experience Jesus Among Us 



Board of Elders Minutes - January 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

January 6, 2020 
1. Christmas Eve Service was discussed. We have received good feedback. We suggest that communion at 

the communion rail be continued for future Christmas Services & be considered for Easter service as well. 
This gives members who don’t frequently attend opportunity to take communion more intimately at the rail.  

2. New Year’s Eve Service Reviewed. Although it was not well attended this year, we liked having the brief  
service with communion and feel that if we better publicized the service at both St. John and Hope, we can 
reach more people. We do feel that future New Year’s Eve Services need to be Elder lead to relieve some 
of the pressure on pastor’s schedule. If no Elder can lead this service, it should be eliminated. 

3. Reviewed worship music and praise team schedules for the next few months. Praise team members and 
leaders continue to expand. We anticipate the current schedule mix of praise team led services and CD/ 
Video lead music to continue at this time.  

4. Reviewed member contacts and care units as well as new members that need to be recognized in a      
Sunday service.  

5. Reviewed the December worship schedule and the impact on Pastor Stephen leading 10 services during 
the month. We will encourage Pastor to utilize other resources, including Deacon Paul P. and the Elders, to 
lower the pressure on his schedule. 

6. Elder’s need to meet with Pastor as he has requested preaching feedback & review. 
 

(Full minutes on file in Church office)                         (edited for space) 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ January, 2020 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

January 21, 2020 
 

In attendance were Linda H., Jackie R., Pastor Stephen, Todd M., Mark P., and Bruce M.  
 

Pastor lead in prayer to open the meeting. 
 

Todd reported that the Elders discussed Christmas Eve communion at the altar. It was not too slow and feedback shows       
preferred by the attendees. Propose to use same method for Easter. Confirmation is going well for 11 students. Discussion of 
how to manage disruptions during the service.  
 

Jackie gave a Treasury Report followed by renewed discussion of how to best summarize report format for newsletter. No 
changes proposed. 
 

Open Business Items: Church Security; Bruce reported on open issues: need to establish training requirements; when is    
physical contact with a disruptive person appropriate?; how to identify good guys upon police arrival; policy on protecting        
children. (No one was sure we have a written policy about children's safety). Bruce will prepare a revised draft and circulate to 
police, Church Mutual, and suggested members of the congregation (Pam and Al, Don C., Todd, Dan V. and Josh D..). Bruce 
will prepare an article for the newsletter. 
 

Vanco Status was tabled until Deb can attend. Jackie says she has seen contributions appear. 
 

DEC/intern discussion. Not possible to meet deadline for this summer. Plans to be made to present to congregation for May 
meeting. Pastor and a committee to prepare a job description. Mark stressed that this must be detailed to ensure roles are    
understood by all. Exploration of options to move forward for next summer 2021 possible hiring. 
 

Lent/Ash Wednesday services under discussion by Elders.   
 

Web Page discussion: status uncertain, Todd mentioned he has an interested person to do webpage update. Tabled until next 
meeting. 
 

Attic Fan. Mark will explore options and cost estimate. 
 

New Business: Discussion of a proposed motion to make a policy not to contribute money to incarcerated individuals. It was 
agreed that communications and private giving were preferred. However, it was agreed that these requests should be handled 
on a case by case basis rather than to establish a more rigid policy. No motion was made. 
 

Meeting closed with Lord's Prayer.                   .       (edited for space) 



Page 3 Please join us for our fellowship potluck luncheon at noon on the  
2nd Tuesday of every month. This month, March 10th. Everyone is welcome.        
Invite your family & friends to join us!  

 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. ~ Romans 8:35,37 ESV                  God Bless, Sheila K.  

 

Thank you to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your generosity in      
support of the I. F. Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those who struggle to 
feed their families. If you are unable to bring items on the 1st Sunday, they can be brought 
in throughout the month (except for perishable items) and placed in the grocery cart. As 

you may have heard, the Food Basket is facing a major shortage in donations. In light of this, we 
will be taking donations any time you are able to bring them, not only on the first Sunday. Thank you.  

Suggested items for March: Pork & beans, chili, beef stew, baby food and formula.  
***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  
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2020 Summer Camp Pricing 
Through March 15: $325 
Through April 15: $340 
Through May 15: $350 

After May 15: $360 
Final Balance Due June 1  

It’s time to start planning your summer! 
Camp Perkins offers week-long camps for 
kids of all ages, family camps, and weekend 

retreats. They have many options to fit your family’s needs & schedule. Go to 
CampPerkins.org to find the dates for camp that work for you. There are also  
special add-on camps (may be an additional charge) that you can choose to add to 
your week. Register soon to take advantage of early registration discounts! 

Mark your calendars for August 27th –30th  
St. John will host a group camping weekend at Falls Creek Camp-
ground (near Swan Valley). There are spaces in the reserved 
group campsite for both “Tent-ers” & “RV-ers”. You can choose to 
stay one night, two, or all three. We will also hold a potluck dinner 
with those who want to come up for an afternoon.  

Watch for more details as the date draws closer!  



You can listen to the  
Lutheran Hour in Idaho Falls  

on these stations:  
 

KAWZ: 89.1 FM Sunday: 8:00am, 

KID: 590 AM Sunday: 9:00am,  

KIDG: 92.1 FM Sunday: 9:00am. 

 

Nursery care is available  
most Sundays during  

Worship Service & Bible Classes  
for children infant - age 3, 

from 9:15am ~ Noon.  

Join us March 13th 
We will meet at City Bagels (369 Shoup Ave.) 

Friday evening, at 6:30pm. 
 
 

Bring your favorite appetizer to share.  
This is open to all adults that would like to attend. 

Invite friends! Beverages are provided. Join us as we gather to enjoy     
fellowship and get to know one another better. Hosted is usually held every 
month on the 2nd Friday, so mark your calendar!!  

 Hosted 
    A welcoming  
          time together! 

St. John is excited to announce the dates for summer 2020 VBS! 
 

We will once again partner with Camp Perkins Lutheran Outdoor Ministry. 

VBS will be held June 22nd ~ 26th! 
Is God calling you to serve as a snack helper, craft helper, class leader, as a host family for the counselors 
(for the weekend, during the week or for their whole stay), as a prayer partner, or part of our security team?  

How is God calling YOU to serve? Please pray about ways you can serve during VBS.  

This is an exciting opportunity to touch the lives of children & their families with the Good News of Jesus   
our Savior! It’s also a great way to get to know our neighbors and to join Jesus in serving our community. 

 
Sing to the Lord! 

Come one and all and make a joyful noise! We will  
have three brief rehearsals for our Easter choir.  
With only three scheduled rehearsals, attending  
each is important. Rehearsals will be held following  
Sunday Bible study on March 22nd, 29th & April 5th.  
Mark your calendars and plan to join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
Summer is fast approaching.  
St. John's congregation has 
been faithfully supporting     
scholarships to help kids go to 
Camp Perkins and grow closer 
in their relationship with God by 
collecting “Coins for Camp”. 
Please consider placing your 
loose change (or any other type 
of donation - cash and checks 
are welcome) in the blue bowl in 
the entry way of the Sanctuary 
each Sunday. Thank you for 
helping us bless these kids! 


