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Stephen Weems 
 
 

St. John Officers 

Gene Winter  
Chairman, 

Board of Directors 
 

Todd Mary  
Chairman,  

Board of Elders 
 

…………………….………. 

Worship 

9:30am - Sunday  

Communion every  
1st & 3rd Sunday 

10:30am - Fellowship 

10:45am -   
Sunday School 
 & Bible Study 

……………..…..………… 
 

Wednesday Bible Study  

9:30am 

Ash Wednesday 
March 6 

Soup supper 6pm 
Service 7pm 

 
 
 

Lenten Services 
Every Wednesday 

March 13 - April 10th  

Soup supper 6pm 
Service 7pm 

“Stones or Bread?” 
 

 And the tempter came and said to 
Him, "If You are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become 
loaves of bread." (Matthew 4:3) 

 

Read Matthew 4:1-4 

 

 I suppose the stones by Jesus' feet 
looked a little like loaves of bread. To 
someone who had gone hungry for over a 
month, they probably really looked like 
bread. But they weren't. Nobody wants a 
mouthful of rocks. 
 
 And so the devil proposed a plan to 
Jesus. "Turn these stones into bread." Easy, 
right? Never mind the fact that God doesn't 
do that sort of thing -- that bread comes 
from a living grain which grows in earth 
which was only rock hundreds or thousands 
of years ago, before it eroded. Skip that 
process. Never mind all the hard work that 
goes into farming and baking. Skip that too. 
Never mind that it would be for Jesus' own 
personal convenience! Just do it. It's fast 
and easy. Meet your own needs first. 
 
 But Jesus said no -- and continued to 
suffer hunger. The bread He ate later, He 
got the hard way. 
 
 Sometimes I wonder if God was ever 
tempted to just wave a hand and 
immediately change our stony hearts into 
living, warm ones. How easy it would be! No 
trouble, no waiting, no suffering-no cross. 

 
 
 

 And that's the problem. Jesus doesn't 
take the easy way out. If He's going to 
transform our stony hearts, He's going to do 
it God's way, in God's time -- through His 
own suffering, death, and resurrection. He's 
going to do it even if it means He has to be 
worn down like rocks slowly becoming 
earth. He's going to do it even if He must 
make Himself the single grain of wheat He 
described to His disciples, the one that "falls 
into the earth and dies... (and) bears much 
fruit" (see John 12:24). 
 
 And that's exactly what He did. Jesus 
followed "every word that comes from the 
mouth of God" (see Matthew 4:4). Today He 
lives -- never to die again -- and we live, too. 
 
THE PRAYER:  
 Dear Lord, thank You for Your patience 
and willingness to do what's right. Give me a 
heart that is like Yours. Amen. 
 
        ~ Pastor Stephen 
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Please join us for our fellowship potluck luncheon at noon on the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month. This month, March 12th. Invite your family 
and friends to join us!  

 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.   ~ Romans 5:2          
                        God Bless, Sheila K.  
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
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Board of Elders Minutes - January 2019 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

 

6:30pm, January 8, 2019. Present: Todd M., George P., Dan V., Dave V., Jeff P., Pastor Stephen 
Opening devotion lead by Pastor. Pastor gave his report of activities. Minutes from Dec. meeting were reviewed and 
approved. Worship Services and Spiritual Life: a. National Youth Gathering - reviewed plans to see where help is 
needed. b. Confirmation class is being planned by Pastor with help from Paul & Karen P. c. Planned welcome Sunday 
to recognize Paul P. as a called Deacon. d. Discussed our New Year’s Eve Service and agreed we should continue 
having a shortened service in the fellowship hall with communion. We had several guests that attended & thanked us. 
Decided we should look into coordinating Christmas and Christmas Eve services with Hope.  
Membership Actions and care units. Reviewed and distributed care unit assignments. a. CU01 & CU01b - Todd M., 
b. CU02 & CU06 - Jeff P., c. CU03 - George P., d. CU04 - Dave V., e. CU05 - Dan V.. Old business: a. Reviewed 
request from Good Samaritan Center that we lead Sunday Service. Pastor to reply to request & suggest they contact 
RCCM to head this ministry as we discussed in our December meeting. b. Worship Service Music was discussed and 
a review plan established.                          (edited for space) 

Thank to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering” Your generosity in 
supporting the Idaho Falls Community Food Basket is awesome & very much     
appreciated, especially this time of year!  

Suggested items for March: Pork & beans, chili, beef stew, baby food and formula. 
**There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.  
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Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ January 2019 

(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.) 

January 15, 2019  
Opening/Devotion: “At War with the World” Pastor Stephen 
Pastor’s Report: Bible Class- Books of Acts; Baptisms; Vacation; Circuit Pastor/Deacons; PLI; Best Practice 
Conference; Confirmation; Jr. High Youth; Senior Youth; Hope House; Sermon Series-from Sun. Readings; 
Lenten Services; Funerals/Memorials; Children’s Nursey; Attendance numbers are going up over all.     
Committee Reports: Elders: See Elders’ minutes. Treasurer: month of December contributions exceeded 
budgeted; current budget contributions are below budgeted however expenses are also below; itemized list 
of special donated funds. Social Ministries: February 9 NYG fund raiser; Lent we are doing the soup dinner 
(What about Ash Wednesday?); Easter Breakfast (possible fund raiser for the NYG). Properties: Hole Shot 
Plumbing repaired the leaking urinal in the upstairs men’s bathroom. They also chased the sewer line for 
that urinal; replaced the light fixture in the boiler room back stairway; scraped and painted the wall in the 
sanctuary that was damaged from a roof leak. We will investigate the roof leak in the spring; completed    
installation of a new spot light for the altar window. This involved purchasing a new spot light, installing a 
new circuit breaker, and wiring in a new light switch. All of this was completed in December; Jeff and Kevin 
completed installation of a new water softener that will help extend the life of the new boiler. The water     
softener installation was completed in December and is working with no issues; completed the repair of two 
toilets in the women’s downstairs and upstairs bathrooms. We are working on the installation of a switch & 
receptacle to provide power for a new garbage disposal in the kitchen. The electrical work is being done by 
Chuck H. and will be done by mid-February. Once the electrical is finished, we will get bids on upgrading the 
sinks, faucets, and installation of the new garbage disposal; considering replacing all the toilets in the church 
with comfort height type toilets. This is due to the fact that most of the toilets are old and that comfort height 
toilets are easier for older people to use. We may also consider replacing sinks and fixtures; The parking lot 
may need to be resurfaced and painted this spring. The contractor who installed the parking lot recommends 
resurfacing it every three years. It was delayed last spring due to the cost of the boiler installation, but now 
this maintenance will need to be reconsidered. The cost will be approximately $3,600. Family Life:-vacancy 
Josh & Caroline P. and Dave & Elizabeth B. asked. Human Care: blood drive postponed for February.  
Financial Secretary: no report. Adult Sunday School: no report -see Pastor’s. Primary Sunday School: 
nine students in attendance last Sunday. Members at large: no concerns observed from congregation.    
October Board meeting notes reviewed: Motion to approve given by Jim W. seconded by Linda H.          
Vote: passed. Old Business: 5th Sunday - Serving Our City - still wanting to do this; Church Security- fund-
ing for training and materials (if need be this should be added to the budget); Hiring part time youth worker -        
discussion with Sarah, Zak, Todd, Pastor, Gene, Jim about if we need a plan to move forward with this and if 
so, what would it look like. Draft schedule of events - Calendar for planning, Jan. n/a: Feb. budget and find 
new officers; March lawn care contract/ 5th Sunday event cont. budget and new officer; Family life vacancy . 
New Business: Changes to Sunday service: members have spoken to Gene about getting information, 
wanting more information / education - referred to the Elders, suggested it should not be during Sunday 
school; Finances do we want to get more into the 21st century and enable congregational members to     
electronically give offering? Does Thrivent have a program to help with this? A donate button on the web 
page? Jim will look into it; Voting for President and Vice Present Synod/ Vice Present for West-Southwest-
District; Congregations matter.org Jim W. motioned, Kellie P. seconded, passed. Nichelle D. no longer being 
funded by the Synod do we want to fund other missionaries? Look at candidates that have been given to 
make a recommendation at the next congregational meeting discuss at next meeting; Antenna for the fire 
side room; Youth want to talk about NYG during Sunday announcements. Linda H. moved to close, Jim W. 
second, Passed. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Next meeting: February 19, 2019 7:00pm.       
                                 (edited for space) 
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St. John is excited to announce the dates for the    
upcoming 2019 VBS! We will once again partner 
with Camp Perkins LOM. The theme this year is 
“Refuge” based on Psalm 46:1.  

      VBS will be held June 24
th

 ~ 28
th

! 

Please pray about ways you might be able to 
serve during VBS. This is an exciting way to touch 
the lives of children and their families with the 
Good News of Jesus our Savior! It’s also a great 
way to get to know our neighbors and their       
families & to join Jesus in serving our community. 

You can listen to the Lutheran Hour in Idaho Falls on these stations:  
 

KAWZ: 89.1 FM Sunday: 8:00am, 

KID: 590 AM Sunday: 9:00am,  

KIDG: 92.1 FM Sunday: 9:00am. 

 

 

 

March 10 

Nursery care is now available 
during Sunday Worship for 

children infant through age 3, 
from 9:15am ~ Noon.  


