
GoGoA Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho 

 

The  

GGospelospel  GGazetteazette  

  St. John Lutheran Church • 290 Seventh Street  • Idaho Falls, ID 83401  • (208) 522-5650   

A Publication of St. John Lutheran Church, Idaho Falls, Idaho  

APRIL 2017 

St. John  Lutheran  

Church 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

290 7th Street 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401 
www.stjohnministries.net  

 

    Phone: (208) 522-5650 

     Office Hours: Mon-Thursday 

                           9-3:00pm 
 office@stjohnministries.net 

 

……………………. 

 

 St. John Officers 

Dan Vetter,  

chairman  Board of 
Directors 

 

 

Dave Van Haaften, 
chairman Board of  Elders 

 

  ……………………. 

 
Worship 

 

9:00 am  - Sunday Worship 

 

Communion every 1st & 3rd 
Sunday 

 

10:15am - Fellowship 

 10:30am - Sunday School 

  10:30am -  Bible Study 

“Woman and Man According 

to God's Plan.” 

led by Mark Petersen 

 

……………………. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study  
 

9:30 am   

 Study of 1st Corinthians 

 

 led by Al Eberle 

 

  

Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  Perhaps you 

remember celebrating Easter Sunday many 

years ago with a “Son-Rise Service.”  

Usually the service was preceded by an 

early morning breakfast around 6 a.m. or 

thereabouts. 

I have fond memories of that early morning 

service, especially the rising sun blazing 

through the stain glass window in the 

sanctuary, on which was the image of Jesus, 

shepherding His flock, holding one of his 

Lambs.  As a young man, besides being 

thankful for the gift of a Savior, the rising 

sun also warmed my heart with hope that 

the long, long winter was finally over and 

that spring and green grass was just around 

the corner.   

Tired of being imprisoned indoors by 

winter, my hope was actually more of a 

wish that the weather would change and 

soon snow would be replaced by green 

grass.  This Easter season, our hope, is not 

based on a wish.  Quite the opposite, our 

hope is found in Jesus Christ!  It is found in 

a sure and certain promise!  Just as Jesus 

promised Martha that her brother Lazarus 

would rise again, so Jesus gives us the same 

hope, the same blessed assurance “… I am 

the resurrection and the life.  Whoever 

believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live… (John 11:25).    

 

 

The author of The Lutheran Hour devotion 

of March 24, entitled “Easter Makes Life 

Worth Living” put the celebration of the  

Easter in perfect perspective… 

Easter–Resurrection Sunday–is not about 

Easter bunnies and colored eggs. It's not 

about the end of winter or the freshness 

of spring. It's about God at work in this 

world for you, no matter the 

circumstance. It's about real hope in the 

midst of hopelessness, real life in the 

middle of the shadows of death. It's about 

God's forgiveness and life where there is 

guilt and sin.  

The resurrection of Jesus makes Easter 

the key to a life worth living, because 

when God is at work for you, there is 

nothing to fear.  

RESURRECTION HOPE  

by Fred Griffel 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2016/telling-your-story
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The Call Committee has requested a Special 

Congregational Meeting after the Worship Service on 

Sunday, April 2. The topic of discussion will be 

pastoral nominations received from the District and a 

congregational determination on how to proceed.   

BOARD OF ELDERS MINUTES-MARCH 2017 

 We are reviewing the Shut-in Ministry to provide 
support and renewal for those involved. 

 We are looking into offering a New Member 
class. 

 We considered candidates for the BOE. 

 We are looking for ways to support our Youth 
Ministry. 

 Next Meeting: Monday, April 3, 2017 at 7:00pm 
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Easter is a moveable feast. Easter isn't on the same calendar date eve-
ry year in the way that Christmas is always celebrated on December 
25. The date for Easter each year always falls on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon after the Spring equinox. And once you find the 
date of Easter, everything else finds its place—Good Friday and 
Maundy Thursday, Ash Wednesday and the Transfiguration, the As-
cension of our Lord and Pentecost. 

 

All this is a long way of saying that Easter determines everything. 
Easter defines everything. It orders not only the entire church year, but 
it orders our very lives. It defines and gives meaning to our lives, as 
well to the things that happen in them. And since Easter defines eve-
rything, that means it changes everything too. It redefines who we are 
and where we stand with God and with one another. Easter makes all 
things new.  

 

Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised from the dead. Without 
Easter death would still reign, we would still be in our trespasses and 
sins, and our faith and hope would be in vain. But Jesus is raised from 
the dead. Easter changes everything. It makes all things new. There-
fore, darkness is overcome with light, wrath with peace, fear with 
hope, angst with rest, sadness with joy, hatred with love, sin with 
righteousness, and death with life. Easter changes everything, rede-
fines everything, determines everything. Easter makes all things new.  

 

Thus, Easter also changes our attitude about giving. For if God gave 
us His own Son into death so that we will live, how will He not give 
us everything else we need? He will, and He does. He provides for us. 
He even gives us the gifts that we give back to Him for service in the 
church. Easter demonstrates that we have a God who loves us, a God 
who provides for us, a God who presses us into His service, a God 
who has made us new in the death and resurrection of His Son. 

 

For when you give to the church, you pass along those things that God 
alone has given to you. You pass along the message to others that 
Easter changes everything and makes all things new, even as it has 
done this for you. This is not a burden, but pure joy. For God has 
given you a part in the administration of His kingdom. He pro-
vides for the needy through your hands. He ensures that the Gos-
pel is preached and the Sacraments are given out through the work 
of your hands and in the gifts that you give. And He honors and 
blesses this work and generosity as it redounds to those around 
you.  

 

So when you sit down on the first day of the week to make your offer-
ing to the place where Easter is proclaimed and where the gifts of 
Easter are given out, remember: Easter changes everything. It makes 
all things new. More than that: Easter has changed you and made 
you new. Because Jesus who was crucified for our transgressions 
is raised for our justification.  
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The Gospel Gazette is a newsletter published for members 

and friends of St. John Lutheran Church. If you do not wish to 

receive a newsletter, please email the church office. The 

deadline for submissions is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

The December/January and July/August are combined 

newsletters. Any article or submission received after the 

deadline cannot be guaranteed to make it into the intended 

issue, and may be either held until the following issue or 

omitted entirely. The editor reserves the right to edit all articles 

and will make every effort to maintain the intent of the article 

consistent with the intent of the author. Please email articles 

to the church office at office@stjohnministries.net 

BRAILLE SUNDAY 

On April 2, 2017 we will celebrate 

the 32nd anniversary of the Lutheran 

Braille Workers (LBW) ministry at 

St. John.  Volunteers from both St. 

John and Hope are an important part of this ministry.  

Our work center prints and mails approximately 450 

braille books worldwide free of charge each year. 

Our work center needs your help in three areas.  We 

ask for your prayers that the books that we send out 

will arrive at their destination.  Some countries will not 

allow any Christian material into their country.  

Therefore we can not put Lutheran anywhere on the 

boxes we mail.  We welcome and always need more 

volunteers.  We also need your financial help in 

covering the cost of supplies for the heavy duty paper, 

binding materials and mailing boxes.  All of the 

materials we use at our work center are provided by 

LBW headquarters in Yucaipa, CA.  However 

headquarters would like each work center to cover 

their expenses. 

There will be a special door offering on Sunday, April 

2, if you would like to help us defray these expenses.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please call Pam  

at 524-0521 or Sandy  at 525-8066. 

 

 

 

Thank you for contributing to a wonderful 2016 at Camp 

Perkins!  

 

SUMMER CAMP 

 620 young people attended summer camp. They heard 
about God’s abundant love for them and learned that 
true peace, eternal life and forgiveness are found “In 
Christ Alone.” They experienced a camp community 
centered on Christ. They were surrounded by counselors 
who prayed with them, listened to them, and shared 
God’s Word with them. 

 ALL of these campers paid less than our actual cost of 
running the camp because your gifts help make camp 
affordable. 

 Your gifts For the Children Fund made it possible to 
give camperships to 71 children! 

 570 children experienced a part of Camp Perkins 
through Day Camp sponsored by a church in their 
community and led by teams of Camp Perkins 
counselors. 

RETREATS 

 709 guests attended Camp Perkins retreats. They 
were able to fellowship with other believers, worship 
and play in God’s beautiful creation, and focus on 
Christ. 

 270 guests attended one of our family events to spend 
focused time together as a family. 

 

SITE UPDATES 

 Your generosity provided $80,000 between 2015-1016 
to replace the roof of the Retreat Center, completed in 
October by Aussie Construction. 

 Six new kayaks were donated by generous family. 

 During Work Weekend, volunteers helped with many 
projects including remodel and reorganization of the 
Activity Shed; set up a Costume Closet; repair of the RC 
deck, extension of the window beds in the RC room to 
actual twin size, and landscaping around the RC. 

 Thrivent Choice Action Teams provided $5,750 in 
funds and hours of manpower for 23 service projects at 
camp! Contact us if you are a Thrivent member and 
would like to use an Action Team help camp. 

Edited for space. 

Thank You! 

In Christ, 

Signe White, Executive Director 

mailto:office@stjohnministries.net
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HUMAN CARE 

 In November 2016, the Regional Council of Ministry (RCCM) approved a plan to transition 

the Community Food Basket from a ministry of the RCCM to an independent non-profit 

faith based ministry. The Community Food Basket was started by RCCM as the IF 

Community Food Bank. They have been supported by the RCCM for more than 30 years. 

The Community Food Basket is now ready to stand on their own. They will have the 

opportunity to broaden their support by inviting additional churches who are not members of 

the RCCM to partner with them. We pray that this endeavor will help them grow and lessen 

the hungry in our community.        

Community Food Basket Hours: 

Food distribution hours: excludes all major holidays 

Monday from 3 – 5 p.m. 

Tuesday through Friday from 4 – 5p.m. 

NEW! – Third Saturday of every month from 10 a.m. – Noon 

NEW! – Low-Mobility Hours* 2nd Tuesday from 1-3 p.m. 

*(includes caseworkers and caregivers on behalf of a client) 

 

 Fellowship Potluck luncheon is on Tuesday, April 11 starting at noon. Come share in some great food and fellowship. 

 Game Night is Friday, April 21 starting at 6:30pm. All ages are welcome! 

 Our church serves at the Soup Kitchen on Tuesday, April 25  from 10:30-2:30pm.  This is a great way to serve others 

in our community. 

God Bless, Sheila  

 


