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Worship 

 

9:00 am  - Sunday Worship 

 

Communion every 1st & 3rd 
Sunday 

 

10:15am - Fellowship 

 10:30am - Sunday School 

  10:30am -  Bible Study 

“Woman and Man According 
to God's Plan.” 

led by Mark Petersen 
 
 

Wednesday Bible Study  
 

9:30 am   

  Study of the 23rd Psalm 

led by Al Eberle 

 

  

    

  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we begin this Reformation anniversary year, the 

following sermon from Martin Luther on the Baptism of 

our Lord proclaims the substitutionary atonement of 

Christ, delivered to us through Holy Baptism. 

      As John is preaching like this and 
baptizing, as St. Matthew goes on to say, 
Jesus comes to him at the Jordan from Galilee 
and desires to be baptized [Matt. 3:13]. How 
marvelously backward this is! The Pharisees 
and scribes who were full of sin and 
condemnation deny they have any sin. They 
know nothing of repentance and refuse to be 
baptized. On the other hand, there is Christ, 
who is without any sin and who alone bears 
the distinction of having Christ, who is 
without any sin and who alone bears the 
distinction of having never sinned. 

      But why does He come to be baptized, 
seeing that He is without any sin or impurity 
for Baptism to take away? What a blessed 
Baptism that must be! Here John gets a sinner 
who has no sin so far as His own person is 
concerned, and yet He is the greatest sinner, 
who has and bears the sin of the world. That 
is why He, too, undergoes Baptism and 
confesses by that deed that He is a sinner—
not with respect to Himself, but with respect 
to us. For here He steps into my person and 
yours and stands in the place of all of us who 
are sinners. And since no one admits to being 
a sinner, especially not the proud saints, it is 
necessary that He become a sinner for all. He 
assumes the form of sinful flesh, and in His 
suffering on the cross, as many psalms testify, 
He laments the burden of the sins that He 
bears. . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

[Christ] comes to be a sinner as Isaiah 53 [:6] 
says: “The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all.” For since we (the prophet says) “all 
like sheep have gone astray” [Isa. 53:6], God 
found this remedy: He took the sins of all 
human beings and hung them all around the 
neck of Him who alone was without sin. He 
thus becomes a great sinner—indeed, the 
greatest sinner of all and the only sinner on 
earth—so that there is no other. For the text 
says that the Lord has laid on Him the sins of 
us all. 

      Because He has become the Sinner who 
has all of our sin placed upon Him, He truly 
does need Baptism and must be baptized for 
the forgiveness of sins—not with respect to 
His own person, which is innocent and 
spotless, but for the sake of us, whose sins He 
bears. He plunges them into His Baptism and 
washes them away from Himself (that is, He 
washes them from us, since He has stepped 
into our person) so that they must be drowned 
and die in His Baptism. . . . 

      Therefore, He is both the greatest and 
only sinner on earth, for He bears the sins of 
the whole world, and also the only righteous 
and holy One, since no one is made righteous 
and holy before God except through Him. 

Excerpted from Luther’s Works, vol. 58, pages 44

–45. 

©2017 The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Used with 

permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Christ Becomes the Greatest Sinner . . . for You!                                       
by Matthew C. Harrison 
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Dear Friends at St. John! 

Laurie and I so experienced God’s love and care through you while we served 

with you this fall. Your words and actions were always welcoming and 

encouraging, and we felt at home very quickly. You are a warm people that our 

hearts truly love. Thank you so much for the very generous Christmas Gift. We 

are so grateful for this unexpected care you shared with us.  

We miss you very much, and we truly thank God for you, our new friends!! 

 God’s great grace in Jesus, 

 Pastor Stephen & Laurie Weems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of calling a pastor is to ask our members for names of pastors the congregation might be interested in calling.  Therefore 

we invite you to nominate any LCMS pastor in good standing you would like us to consider. You may make these nominations 

to any member of the Call Committee: David B., Don C., Chuck H., Vicki J., Mark P., Jackie R., or David V.  Please give us 

enough information to identify the candidate, and give us your nomination by February 5. Thank you. 
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 BOARD OF ELDERS MEETING MINUTES-JANUARY 2017 
 

Pastor’s Report:  None (Pastor Weems has returned to St. John Denver) 

 

Call Committee: Dave provided an update. The committee received, and addressed, two comments on the Congregational 
Self-Study. The committee plans to meet on January 8 to finalize the Self-Study, which will then be sent to the District. 
The next step will be receipt from the District office of the preliminary list of pastors available for consideration of a call. 

 

Membership Actions:  No specific actions were taken. It was discussed and agreed that it would be acceptable for an 
elder to be accompanied by their spouse during member visitations. The presence of a spouse would serve as a better 
scriptural model (going in pairs) as well as address any gender concerns that may arise.  

 

Worship Services and Spiritual Life:  Pastor Don Johnson will preach on January 8. Pastor Bill Volm will preach on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. It was agreed that the individual leading worship will consecrate the elements for 
communion until we have called a full-time pastor. 

Fundraising efforts for Marty discussed. Vicky has volunteered to coordinate a fundraiser to assist Marty with 

upcoming medical expenses - the specific date and time are yet to be determined. Dave will coordinate with Vicky. 

Thrivent action team funds are also available to support the fundraiser. 

 

Next meeting: February 6, 2017 at 7:00 pm. 

                             BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES-DECEMBER 2016 

 

Approval of minutes from 10/18 meeting – highlighted changes made and approved.    
 

Primary Education: Beth O. reported that the children’s Christmas program will be this Sunday 12/18 with 10 children 

participating. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Bible study on 1st  Peter concludes this Sunday.   

 No study Christmas day or New Year’s Day.   

 1 to 1 conversations seem to have been well received.  He is open to feedback.  

 Wednesday morning study concludes this Wednesday 12/14.  

 Wedding of Jack C, and Sarah B. at 3:00pm.   

 Pastor will lead service on 1/1/17 before heading back to Denver on 1/2 or 1/3. Greg and Gloria have offered lodging 

days before 1/1/17 so there is time to get the apartment ready before heading back to Denver.  

 January 8th Pastor Johnson. Talk to Deb M. for details. 

Elder Report: Dave V. reported that call committee would like feedback on the congregational self-study.   

 Marty M. needs liver transplant. Funding is available through Thrivent. Dan will talk to Greg about a fund set similar 

to Go Fund Me for medical expenses. Dan will report back after talking to Greg. 

Treasurer’s Report: Contributions are covering expenses except for parking lot. Report will be provided by Melanie   

Old Business: 

 Sign west of town – not being worked on right now due to weather.   

 Front steps and railing – Bob will talk to Paul about the railing. 

 Vickie talked to Dan about snow build up around windows. Water was on the carpet downstairs.  Water was removed 

and fans placed on carpet.   

 Matt is training David on the boiler. Valve maintenance is separate from boiler maintenance.  Matt is helping to keep 

costs down with regular maintenance.  Fireside room was at 45 degrees.  There is an issue there.  

New Business: 

 Pastor moving day on December 30 or 21 to a storage unit on Anderson and Yellowstone. Dan will be using a pick up 

and not a U-Haul. 

 Future planning for boiler – what if it fails? – need to have a plan in place. 
 We need to look into purchasing a wheel chair ramp for the 2 steps going into the church. Available at Harbor Freight 

for about $100. 
 Need a bulletin board for community events downstairs. 

 

Next meeting: January 16, 2017 at 7:00pm. 
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 WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 

The Wednesday morning Bible Class 

was blessed with the leadership of 

Pastor Steven Weems for four months.  

We praise God for sending him to St. 

John.  We miss him.  Never-the-less, the 

Wednesday Morning Bible Class is 

continuing.  We miss all those of you who have not 

studied God’s Word with us recently, or maybe never.  

We are currently completing the study of the 23rd Psalm, 

using the material Pastor Stephen prepared for our use. 

We meet every Wednesday morning, either in the 

Fellowship Hall or the Fireside Room, at 9:30 A.M.  We 

begin with prayers for those who are in special need, 

continue with the Bible Study until 10:30 A.M., and 

then have time for coffee, a treat, and fellowship with 

each other.  We miss you–please join us.  If you have 

questions please call Al at 524-0521. 

  

 

Would you like to sing in the Choir? You can, you 

know. Join us! We rehearse after the Sunday School 

classes at ~11:35 am on the first and third Sundays of 

every month. We usually sing in the Worship Service on 

the fourth Sunday of the month. We always welcome 

new singers, and you don’t have to have experience in a 

choir. Contact Dave V. 

**All proceeds for Marty Miller will be held and distributed for medical 

expenses by HelpHOPELive  If you would like to make a tax-deductible 

donation online go to: https://helphopelive.org/ 

HelpHOPELive brings communities together in tax-exempt fundraising 

efforts to help patients and families pay medical bills and access 

treatments. HelpHOPELive is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization  
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HUMAN CARE 

 We will be tying more fleece blankets for Project Linus on Thursday, February 2 from 2:00-

6:00 pm. Dinner will be provided and no experience is required.   

 

 Please join us at noon for our fellowship potluck luncheon on Tuesday the 14th which is 

Valentine’s Day!!  If you are coming over your lunch hour don’t worry about bringing a dish to 

share, we just want you to spend Valentine’s Day with us. 

 

 Game night is Friday, February 17 starting at 6:30pm. 

 

 Soup Kitchen is Tuesday, February 28th from 10:30-2:30pm. Please come over and help us if you can. 

 

 Red Cross Blood drive is Monday, March 13th from 3:00-7:00 pm.  If you are unable to donate, please consider 

volunteering as a greeter, refreshment server, or bringing a healthy snack to share.  Call Sheila at 524-6180 or email 

at sheilakeefe@cableone.net to schedule your appointment. 

 

 Regional Council of Christian Ministry reported: 

 Community Food Basket for December helped 812 households, 3225 people and 1351children.  

 FISH helped 27 families. 

 The Soup Kitchen served 4538 meals in November. 

 

 

       Thank-you and God Bless, Sheila  

Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. 

Use them to remind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest love of all: God’s love for us, which empowers our love 

for others. For example: 

 • TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people might have everlasting life? (John 3:16).  

• MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John 10:27-29).  

• FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).  

• LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole being (Luke 10:27).  

• TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).  

• SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).  

• BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 14:15).  

• CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).  

• FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) — precisely what Jesus did.  

• #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  

                         GOD’S CONVERSATION HEARTS  

mailto:sheilakeefe@cableone.net


 

 

 

 Greetings from Camp Perkins! 

 

SO MUCH SNOW! There really is more snow than we've seen in awhile. We've already hit the 5ft mark, though some 

has settled down again. Wouldn't it be amazing if we ended up with 6-10 feet like the good ol' days! 

Winter Retreats -  

 The Jr High Retreat had to be postponed due to the storm cycle last weekend. We have rescheduled for March 17-

19. There were 85 people registered... hoping to have that many in March.  

 The Winter Family Flurry is full and there are even 3 families staying in cabins!  

Registration for the Sr. High Retreat and the Men's Weekend will open soon in our new registration system. More 

information and registration can be found on our website. Attached is a flyer you can post on your bulletin boards and 

share at church and their announcements in the text below that you can copy and paste. 

Cyber Shopping? Earn money for Camp Perkins by shopping through AmazonSmile! Use this link when shopping on 

Amazon... http://smile.amazon.com/ch/82-0401375 And help us get ready for summer camp through the Amazon 

Wishlist... http://amzn.com/w/20F506YJV4PDO. 

2017 Summer Camp -  We are SO excited for summer (even though we are buried under 5 feet of snow)! 
 

 

CAMP PERKINS 2017 Winter Retreats and Summer Camp! 

 

Men’s Winter Weekend: February 24-26 - Steak, hot wings, movie night, snowshoeing, skiing, tubing, and facilitated 

Bible study and faith growth time. Clink Kunze from Shoshone Base Camp in Northern Idaho, will facilitate both our 

Bible Study facilitator and a .22 Fun Competition Shoot. Register on-line at www.CampPerkins.org.  

 

Sr. High Retreat: March 4-6 - Take a weekend away to play in the snow and study the Word with friends. This retreat 

is planned and led by Sr. High Youth! Register at www.CampPerkins.org. 
 

Camp Perkins Summer 2017 – Registration OPENS January 1 at www.CampPerkins.org! 

 

What do young people need? Times to unplug with fun, safe programs, outdoor recreation, games and activities; 

opportunities to develop life values and appropriate risk-taking with significant, trained adult mentors and like-minded 

peers; and chances to form and grow "sticky" faith they'll carry with them into adulthood. Get it all at CAMP 

PERKINS! Prices for Youth Camp start at $300 for registrations received by March 15th! 

 

• Swimming • canoeing • campfire • Bible Study • mountain biking • archery •  

• rock climbing • hiking • crafts • whitewater rafting • horseback riding •  

• Ridges Backpacking • Art Camp • Sailing Camp • 

• Clay Art Camp • Leadership Camp • 

 

FRIENDS & FAMILY CAMP – Week-long: July 2-6 or Weekends July 28-30 or  August 4-6 - Planning a family 
vacation? Come to Camp Perkins and enjoy swimming, canoeing, archery, crafts, campfires, s’mores, and more! Kick 
back with those closest to you for a week or weekend, enjoying leisurely free time or taking part in Camp events! 
*Prices vary by age and housing.  Visit CampPerkins.org for info.  

 

EARLY EXPLORERS: Parent & Child Retreat - June 23-25 or June 28-30- Children kindergarten through 3rd grade 
who want to discover the camp experience, but are not quite old enough for youth camp, can come with a parent or 
grandparent. Develop a deeper relationship with your child through activities like archery, canoeing, and crafts in a 
Christ-centered atmosphere!  

 

SINGLE PARENT & CHILD RETREAT - July 14-16 - This retreat is designed for single parents to bring their 
families to camp to fellowship with other Christians. Space is limited so register soon! Housing in cabins.  

 

Health Care Volunteers: Camp Perkins is seeking EMT’s, nurses, and doctors to serve as Health Care Volunteers this 
summer. Primary responsibilities’ include collecting and passing medications needed, and overseeing the general health 
of the campers and staff, but also can be involved in the life at camp in many varied ways, as you feel comfortable. For 
more info, contact Signe at 208.788.0897 or Signe@CampPerkins.org. 

 

Thank you for all you continue to do for the ministry!  

Signe White, Executive Director  
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